
At the request of Alexander Hamilton, the head of the Revenue-Marine, on August 4, 
1790, Congress approved the construction of ten vessels to protect the coast of the 
United States of America with enforcing tariff and trade laws, prevent smuggling, and 
protect the collection of federal revenue. Responsibilities added over the years included 
humanitarian duties such as aiding mariners in distress. Up until 1798, when the Navy 
was re-instated, these ten Coast Guard vessels were the only naval force in the U.S. Early Coast Guard 
crews’ duties included transporting government officials and sometimes they even carried mail. The Coast 
Guard as we know it today was formed in 1915 with the merging of the Revenue Cutter Service and the 
U.S. Life Saving Service to form a single maritime service dedicated to the safety of life at sea and enforcing 
the nation’s maritime laws. Eventually, the Coast Guard became so essential in protecting the United 
States, that it was moved from its original place at the Department of the Treasury to the Department of 
Homeland Security in 2003, in order to aid the United States efforts against terrorist attacks. In times of 
war, the Coast Guard has occasionally operated as a service of the U.S. Navy. The Coast Guard is a multi-
mission, maritime, military service and the smallest of the six Armed Services. Its mission is to protect 
the public, the environment and U.S. economic interests in the nation’s waterways, along the coast, on 
international waters, or in any maritime region as required to support national security. The Coast Guard 
has protected the United States throughout its long history and served proudly in every one of the nation’s 
conflicts. Happy 235th Birthday U.S. Coast Guard!
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Thank you to everyone who joined our July’s Breakfast Event, where we had 75 guests 
in attendance. A special thank you to our guest speaker, Commander, U.S. Third Fleet; 
VADM John F.G. Wade in taking time to share your personal story and C3F role in 
today’s modern era, that included the recognition of all the awardees and scholarship 
award winners in attendance. A special shout-out goes to Navy League Foundation 
in sponsoring the breakfast and, LC Embroidery, NFCU and USAA for the awards 
recognition to the service members. I want to thank our Scholarship Chairman; Jeff Wylie in leading this 
year’s 2025/2026 Scholarship Selection Board, Golf Chairman; Greg Via in leading this year’s 5th Annual 
Sea Services Golf Tournament with 92 golfers and 24 Sponsors and our CFO; Sheldon Margolis in re-
establishing our foot print at this year’s MCAS Miramar Air Show and, representing our Council at this 
year’s Navy Region Southwest Navy Birthday Ball planning meeting with the Region Chief of Staff; CAPT 
CAPT Ladislao “Monty” Montero. Lastly, I want to invite everyone to our September 5th breakfast event 
where we will be honoring our military spouses who volunteer and serve as OMBUDSMAN in the Navy 
& Coast Guard and Family Advisors in the Marine Corps. Thank you to all our members and sponsors for 
volunteering support and generous donations that continue to contribute towards our mission in serving 
our brave service members. I look forward to seeing everyone at our future events. —Tracy Owens, 
President

President’s Message“The Coast 
Guard has long 
been known, 
as the armed 
service that 
gets more done 
for less.” 
— Howard Coble
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Breakfast Event

Navy League of the United States | San Diego Council is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that supports America’s sea 
services through Award Recognition, Operation Welcome Home, Scholarships and Cadets Youth Programs. EIN# 95-3864195 
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Special Thank You
Special thank you to our Sponsors for their generous 
donations USAA; David Dearie & Tim Haney $1k 
in support of awards recognition, Curtiss-Wright; 
Omar Maestas $850 in support of Golf Tournament 
and Elite Fundraising; Mike French in support of 5 
Day/4 Night Vacation Stay to Cancun, Mexico and 
tickets for September’s Breakfast Event and Navy 
Birthday Ball. Congrats to the opportunity drawing 
winners; LCpl Anaya, OS2 Muenster and Cpl Koltes.



In 1958, First Command was founded by Air Force LtCol. Carroll Payne with a goal: to improve the financial 
well-being of service members and their families. Today, more than 60 years later, First Command offers 
comprehensive financial plans consisting of “three cardinal cornerstones” – Savings, Investments and 
Life Insurance. To include; the First Command Educational Foundation to provide scholarships to active duty service members children. First 
Command Bank, is an online bank at its Home Office in Fort Worth, TX. It has became a Registered Investment Advisor, a legal designation that 
requires firms to act as a fiduciary. A lot has changed since 1958, but its focus and vision has not. First Command is committed to its Mission of 
“Coaching those who serve in their pursuit of financial security” and our Vision of “Lifelong financial security for our Nation’s military families.

Breakfast Sponsor in the Spotlight

Breakfast Speaker August 8th
CAPT Tucker grew up in Ashland, NH and is a 1996 graduate of Virginia Tech with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Economics. He also holds a Master’s degree in Aeronautical Science from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. 
After earning his degree from Virginia Tech, he enlisted in the Coast Guard in 1996 and was a graduate of boot 
camp class A-150; with his first unit being station Gloucester, MA.

CAPT Tucker became a qualified Aviation Maintenance Technician and was station at Air Station Clearwater in 
1998 prior to attending Officer Candidate School in 2000. After becoming a commissioned officer, he began Naval Flight School 
in Pensacola, FL in 2001. CAPT Tucker’s first tour as a pilot was Air Station Miami in 2003, followed by an Instructor tour at Coast 
Guard Aviation Training Center in Mobile, AL training new aviators in the H65 and serving as the Standardization Officer for the 
fleet. After his ATC Mobile Tour, he was the Aviation Budget Manager at the Office of Aviation Forces at Coast Guard Headquarters. 
He then returned Mobile as Chief of the H65 Training Department in 2015. CAPT Tucker was then assigned to Coast Guard Air 
Station Houston as the Executive Officer from 2018 to 2021. He was then assigned the Chief of Field Support at Coast Guard 
Headquarters.

CAPT Tucker’s most recent assignment was Deputy Commander at Sector Mobile, AL, where he was the alternate Captain of 
the Port, Federal Maritime Security Coordinator, Federal On-Scene Coordinator, and SAR Mission Coordinator for 18 sub-units, 
including 4 Cutters, 6 Stations, 5 Aides-to-Navigation Teams, and a Marine Safety Detachment. His area of responsibility was from 
Gulfport, MS to Big Bend, FL. CAPT Tucker assumed command as USCG Sector San Diego on 13 June 2025. He has been awarded 
the Meritorious Service Medal, Coast Guard Commendation and Achievement Medals and Presidential Unit Commendation and 
many other awards. He was appointed Honorary Chief in May 2021. He is married with two children.
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Community Involvement 
Well done to the 2025 NROTC San Diego 
Consortium Midshipmen Graduation Class, 
who will be commissioned as Navy & Marine 
Corps officers in the fleet this year. Congrats 
2025 NJROTC Theodore Roosevelt Youth 
Medal Award Winners at Pt. Loma High 
School; Cadet Chief Petty Officer Danya Do on 
20 May, Ramona High School; Cadet Master 
Chief Theo Burchard on 1 June, and Westview 
High School; Cadet Seaman Gabriel Toma on 9 
June. BZ to Jay Rindler, Charles Clark, Marty 
Magana & Sheldon Margolis in presenting this 
year’s award winners.

USS OMAHA (LCS 12) returns from 
overseas deployment at Naval 
Base San Diego on 11 July 2025. 
BZ Homecoming Committee!

Welcome Home



San Diego Corporate Members 
& Community Affiliates
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We Appreciate    
       Your Support

Corporate Gold
General Atomics (Electromagnetics)
LC Embroidery & Cleaners
Lockheed Martin
Raytheon Technologies 

Corporate
Manchester Grand Hyatt San Diego 
Navy Federal Credit Union
Parker Aerospace
San Diego Sockers
USAA

Business Associate 
ASYMCA San Diego 
Bank of America
Boeing
DoD Training Center San Diego 
First Command
Hyatt Regency La Jolla
RCP Block & Brick, Inc.

Community Affiliates
Admiral Baker Golf Course 
Any Budget Printing & Mailing
BPI Plumbing
Brigantine Seafood & Oyster Bar
Buffalo Reclaimed Flag Co. 
Curtiss-Wright 
Diana Photography
El Cid Brewery 
Elite Fund Raiser & Krank Driver
Fairway Independent Mortgage
Flower Island Chula Vista 
Fotex
Front Wave
Golf Galaxy
Haichris Inc
Imagine Design & Graphic (IDG)
Impressions (DJ/MC) San Diego 
In & Out Burger
JW Memorabillia
Krvaric Capital & Risk Management
Liberty Military Housing
Liberty Tobacco
Lifer Dog Creations
Maritime Institute
Minuteman Press Kearny Mesa
North Island Credit Union
Pastrana Group 
PENFED
Protector Brewery
Ruehlin Associates
SD Century Club
San Diego Gulls
San Diego Padres
San Diego Wave Futbol Club 
San Diego Zoo
Spotlight Strategies
Steinfeld Family
USS Midway Museum
VFW Don Diego Post 7420
Vietnam Veterans of America Chp 472
Visual Edge IT
Walter Anderson Nursery
Your New Gate Company

Recognitions 
Congrats Third Fleet’s Sailor of the Quarter Awardees; MC2 Sarah Easton, IS1 Sidney Ilg, OS2 
Karina Muenster and IT1 Matthew Villanueva. U.S. Coast Guard Sector San Diego Gold Wrench 
Award Winners & Enlisted Person of the Quarter; AMT3 Zachary Smith, AMT3 Jackson 
Swindell and MK1 Casey Seminavage and Marines attached to 12th Marine Corps District, 
Recruiting Stations (San Diego & Oceanside) and 3rd Low Altitude Air Defense Battalion for 
Sustained Superior Performance; Sgt Brent Rukavina, SSgt Ulises Gomezcarrillo, LCpl Louis 
Anaya and Cpl Joseph Koltes. Thank you VADM John Wade serving as guest speaker and CAPT 
Christopher Cauble as Chaplain. Well done to Cali Pilipovich in being selected as 2025/2026 
Alexander Kreiglowa Scholarship recipient amongst 13 competitive applicants to receive up to 
$15k towards college education.



SUPPORT THE NAVY 
LEAGUE
You Can Make A Difference!
Become a Member
https://members.navyleague.org/become-a-
member/individual-membership/join
Breakfast Membership Promo
$40 - Includes Breakfast, 1 YR Membership 
and an additional complimentary breakfast.

- Breakfast for Non-Members; $30
- Breakfast for Members; $25

Ask about our Community 
Affiliate, Business Associate, 
and Corporate Membership. 
Community Partnership includes; Business 
Advertisement, Awards Sponsorship, Social 
Media Marketing, numerous Complimentary 
Breakfast, Youth Programs Contribution 
Complimentary or Discounted tickets to 
Miramar Air Show, Navy Birthday Ball, Marine 
Corps Birthday Luncheon, and End of the Year 
Appreciation.

Support & Donate Today!

For more information  
On Sponsorship, Membership or 
Volunteering call us at; (619) 230-0301.

Membership

To subscribe to Blue & Gold Newsletter email; executivedirector@navyleague-sd.com

Mark Your Calendar

2025 DATES 
Oct 3 - CHSCWPAC
Nov 7- VMGR 352
Dec 5 - USS SOMERSET (LPD 25) 
2026 DATES
Feb 6 - USCG
Mar 6 - USMC
Apr 3 - USN CPO Bday
May 1 - Maritime Forces SSMoY
June 5 - USMC
Jul 10 - Maritime Forces - Spirit of Indy
Aug 7 - USCG Sector San Diego
Sep 4 - Maritime Forces - OMB Appreciation
Oct 2 - DCOM, NETC Force Development
Nov 6 - USMC Bday
Dec 4 - EoY & Toys for Tots Drive

New & 
RETURNING 
Members

2025 monthly BreAkfASt dAteS 
At AdmirAl BAker CluBhouSe

September 5, 2025
DoorS open for Social network 

& regiStration from 7:00-7:30am

VAdm BrendAn mClAne, uSn
CommAnder,

nAVAl SurfACe forCeS,
united StAteS pACifiC fleet

OMBUDSMAN Appreciation registration is now 
open through Aug 29th. First 50 registered will 
receive complimentary breakfast, flowers, and 
ticket to win door prizes on Friday, September 
5th at Adm Baker Golf Clubhouse from 0730-
0900. To register email: embelmares@aol.com 
or executivedirector@navyleague-sd.com

Michael Birch

Gilbert Salazar

Shannon Elstad

Lincoln Muriithi

Conner Riggan

Evan Shinwari

Helen Ofoche

Mark Nevin

Robert Skebo

Russell Geraldi

Salvador Cano

Seth Caster

Theodor Michael

Toosdhi McGowan

Get your ticket today! Saturday, September 
27, 0800-1700, at: https://navyleague-sd.
com/ product-category/airshow/
Amenities; Front row seating, shaded patio 
& umbrellas, centralized catered food 
throughout the day. Complimentary beer & 
wine. Including,

Portable Restroom facilities separate from general public. For 
more info; executivedirector@ navyleague-sd.com.

EXCLUSIVE EARLY BIRD SALE now available at https://
navyleague-sd.com/product-category/Navybirthdayball/

Big Win at Admiral Baker Golf North Course on 18 July 2025. Congrats placed winners; 1st; 
Coast Guard Team, 2nd; Parker Aerospace, 3rd; Marine Corps Team, and the Men & Women 
Winners of Longest Drive and Closest to Pin. Thank you Golf Chair; Greg Via and Community 
Partner Volunteers; Elite Krank, NFCU Miramar Branch, First Command, San Diego Sockers & 
Front Wave.


