
The Coast Guard officially established the Law Enforcement Detachment (LEDET) 
program in 1982. The first LEDETs operated directly under Coast Guard groups 
and districts, where they served as law enforcement specialists, conducting training 
and local operations. In the 1990s, the individual LEDETs were consolidated under 
Tactical Law Enforcement Teams (TACLETs): Tactical Law Enforcement Team North 
based in Chesapeake, Virginia, Tactical Law Enforcement Team Gulf based in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, Tactical Law Enforcement Team South based in Opa-locka, Florida, and the Pacific Area 
Tactical Law Enforcement Team based in San Diego, California. In 2004, TACLET North was decommissioned and 
merged with Maritime Safety and Security Team to form a new counter-terrorism unit, now named the Maritime 
Security Response Team. From July 2007 to April 2013, the TACLETs and LEDETs were part of the Coast Guard’s 
Deployable Operations Group (DOG) in an effort to organize the Coast Guard’s various deployable specialized 
force under a single command. In April 2013, the DOG was disbanded and the TACLETs returned to control of 
the area commanders. Tactical Law Enforcement Teams provide specialized Detachments to conduct counter-
narcotics law enforcement and Maritime Interdiction Operations from U.S. and allied naval vessels. Today, 
Tactical Law Enforcement Teams duties include; maritime interdiction missions, counter-piracy, military combat 
operations, alien migration interdiction, military force protection, counter terrorism, homeland security and 
humanitarian response. The men and women of Tactical Law Enforcement Team Pacific maintain one of the 
largest areas of responsibility in the Coast Guard and live up to its command’s motto every day; “Enforce, Train 
& Interdict”. 

In This Issue

We are kicking off 2026 with our first breakfast event scheduled for Friday, February 6th, 
2026 at Admiral Baker Golf Clubhouse. We are excited to have the Commanding Officer, U.S. 
Coast Guard Tactical Law Enforcement Team Pacific; CDR Paul Leon as our guest speaker. 
We will also be recognizing Coast Guard service members for their outstanding service. 
Our Breakfast Event throughout the year 2026 and command guest speakers are listed on 
page 4. So mark your calendars for the upcoming dates and come join us. I want to thank our 
volunteers and sponsors for support towards our mission in serving our Maritime Forces servicemembers. I look 
forward to seeing everyone at our future events —Tracy Owens, President

President’s Message“When storms and 

floods and tragedy 

strike, Americans 

know that they 

can count on the 

United States Coast 

Guard.”
— President George W. Bush
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Breakfast Event

Navy League of the United States | San Diego Council is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that supports America’s sea 
services through Award Recognition, Operation Welcome Home, Scholarships and Cadets Youth Programs. EIN# 95-3864195 

February 6, 2026 
7:30 am - 9:00 am
Admiral Baker Clubhouse
2400 Admiral Baker Road

San Diego, CA 92120

Guest Speaker;
CDR Paul Leon, USCG
Commanding Officer,
Tactical Law Enforcement Team 
Pacific
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San Diego Council Excellence 
Well done to Council 
President; Tracy Owens in her 
recognition as the San Diego 
Business Journal “Back to 
Back to Back” Top 50 Veteran 
Business Leaders of Influence 
in the Community for 2025. 
Bravo Zulu Tracy!

Special Thank You
Executive Director; Ernie Belmares visited with Flower Island Chula Vista Business Owner; Dani Moser to 
present the Council’s Sea Services Certificate of Appreciation for their strong support of our Maritime Forces 
service members in the Community. Special Thank you to Liberty Tobacco Business Owner; Charlie Hennegan 
and his team for their in-kind donation support with the 2025 Sea Services Golf Tournament and LC Embroidery 
Business Owner; Rolan & Virginia Patzi for their in-kind donations in support of 2025 Navy Birthday Ball and 
2026 Awards Program. Bravo Zulu!
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In 1958, First Command was founded by Air Force Lt. Col. Carroll Payne with a simple 
goal: to improve the financial well-being of service members and their families. Today, 
more than 60 years later, First Command offers comprehensive financial plans consisting 
of what were referred to as the “three cardinal cornerstones” – savings, investments and 
life insurance. The San Diego Council is honored to have their support as a Community Partner.

Breakfast Sponsor in the Spotlight

Breakfast Speaker February 6, 2026
CDR Leon assumed duties as Commanding Officer, Tactical Law Enforcement Team (TACLET) Pacific on June 2024. As 
part of the Deployable Specialized Forces (DSF), TACLET Pacific’s 12 Law Enforcement Detachments (LEDETs), whose 
center of gravity is high-risk/high consequence counterdrug operations, deploy worldwide in support of Operational 
and Combatant Commanders, delivering a noncompliant boarding capability on U.S. and Allied assets for advanced law 
enforcement, defense readiness, and maritime security operations, along with providing technical assistance to partner 
nations.

A native of Phoenix, AZ, he enlisted in the Coast Guard in July 1998, where he completed Basic Training at Training 
Center Cape May, NJ. His enlisted assignments include Station San Francisco, CA and Station New Haven, CT. He 
earned his commission from Officer Candidate School in New London, CT in February 2007.

Upon commissioning, he was assigned to TACLET Pacific where he served as Officer in Charge and Deployable Team Leader for Law Enforcement 
Detachments (LEDETs) 103 and 108 from 2007 through 2009, conducting global counterdrug operations that resulted in the apprehension of 
25 narco-terrorists and seizure of 21 metric tons of cocaine valued at $794 million. From 2009 to 2010 he assumed the responsibilities as the 
unit’s Training Officer, where he ensured the operational readiness for the eight LEDETs and Airborne Use of Force Locker. In 2010 he reported 
to District Thirteen’s Command Center in Seattle, WA, where he served as Command Duty Officer and Training Officer, providing oversight and 
guidance to three Sector Command Centers, three Air Stations, 14 major cutters, 10 surf stations, and five boat stations. In 2013 he was assigned 
to Maritime Safety and Security Team based in San Diego, CA, where he was charged with the development of the Coast Guard’s west coast-
based counter-terrorism capability. He served as the unit’s first Direct Action Section Assault Force Commander, paving the pathway for the unit 
achieving its initial operating capability in 2017, establishing Maritime Security Response Team (MSRT) West. In 2017 he was assigned to Atlantic 
Area, serving as the TACLET Force Manager, where he ensured the operational readiness and force allocation of the service’s two TACLETs, 
resulting in the execution of 325 world-wide LEDET deployments and the interdiction of 307 metric tons of cocaine valued at $11.6 billion. In 
2020, he fleeted up to the DSF Section Chief, where he managed the readiness and employment of Atlantic Area’s nine armed-DSF commands. In 
2021 he was assigned to MSRT East, the Coast Guard’s east coast-based counterterrorism unit, where he served as Assistant Operations Officer 
for one year prior to fleeting up to the Executive Officer.

He earned his bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from the University of Phoenix and his master’s degree in national security Studies from 
American Military University. His personal awards include the Meritorious Service Medal (three), Coast Guard Commendation Medal (three), 
Coast Guard Achievement Medal (four), Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, Basic Training Honor Graduate, Expert Rifle Medal, 
and Expert Pistol Medal, in addition to other personal, unit, and Service awards. He earned the Tactical Law Enforcement Insignia, Boat Force 
Operations Insignia (Advanced), and Response Operations Ashore Insignia.
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Community Involvement 
Homecoming Committee joined over hundred families and friends in welcoming USS LENAH SUTCLIFFE HIGBEE (DDG 123) from their 9 month 
overseas deployment on 19 December, 2025, and USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62) on 6 January 2026. Well Done to Jay Rindler, and Charles Clark!



San Diego Corporate Members 
& Community Affiliates
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We Appreciate    
       Your Support

Corporate Gold
General Atomics (Electromagnetics)
Krank Golf & Elite Fundraising Solutions
LC Embroidery & Cleaners
Lockheed Martin
Manchester Grand Hyatt San Diego
Parker Aerospace

Corporate
PENFED
Steinfeld Family
USS Midway Museum

Business Associate 
Bank of America
DoD Training Center San Diego 
First Command
Hyatt Regency La Jolla
Impressions (DJ/MC) San Diego
Navy Federal Credit Union
RCP Block & Brick, Inc
Ruehlin Associates
San Diego Sockers.
Walter Anderson Nursery

Community Affiliates
Admiral Baker Golf Course 
Any Budget Printing & Mailing
ASYMCA San Diego
Boeing
BPI Plumbing
Brigantine Seafood & Oyster Bar
Buffalo Reclaimed Flag Co. 
Curtiss-Wright 
Diana Photography
Fairway Independent Mortgage
Flower Island Chula Vista 
Fotex
Front Wave
Haichris Inc
Hexhead Art 
Imagine Design & Graphic (IDG)
JW Memorabillia
Krvaric Capital & Risk Management
Liberty Military Housing
Liberty Tobacco
Lifer Dog Creations
Maritime Institute
Minuteman Press Kearny Mesa
Navy Mustang Association SD  Chapter
North Island Credit Union
Pastrana Group 
Protector Brewery
Ryon Lee Media - MCBB Events
SD Century Club
San Diego Gulls
San Diego Padres
San Diego Wave Futbol Club 
San Diego Zoo
Spotlight Strategies
TK Urban Garden
USAA
Vietnam Veterans of America Chp 472
Visual Edge IT
Your New Gate Company

Recognitions 
Come Join our Homecoming Team and meet family & friends of service members returning 
home and help with welcome home signs and info on our council. Volunteers interested or 
support request contact Jay Rindler at (858) 663-3638 / karlort@aol.com.



SUPPORT THE NAVY 
LEAGUE
You Can Make A Difference!
Become a Member
https://members.navyleague.org/become-a
-member/individual-membership/join
Breakfast Membership Promo
$55 - Includes Breakfast, 1 YR Membership

and an additional complimentary breakfast.
- Breakfast for Non-Members; $45
- Breakfast for Members; $35

Ask about our Community 
Affiliate, Business Associate, 
and Corporate Membership. 
Community Partnership includes; Business

Advertisement, Awards Sponsorship, Social

Media Marketing, numerous Complimentary

Breakfast, Youth Programs Contribution

Complimentary or Discounted tickets to

Miramar Air Show, Navy Birthday Ball, Marine

Corps Birthday Luncheon, and End of the Year

Appreciation.

-Exclusive Breakfast 11 Mos Promo; $374

Support & Donate Today!

For more information  
On Sponsorship, Membership or 
Volunteering call us at; (619) 230-0301.

Membership

To subscribe to Blue & Gold Newsletter email; executivedirector@navyleague-sd.com

Mark Your Calendar

2026 DATES
Apr 3 	 - Surface Development Group 1
May 1 	- USS PRINCETON (CG 59)
Jun 5	  - 3rd Low Altitude Air Defense    
          		  Battalion
Jul 10 	- Naval Surface & Mine Warfighting 
          		  Development Center
Aug 7 	- USCG Sector San Diego
Sep 4 	 - Naval Base San Diego
Oct 2 	 - DCOM, NETC Force Development
Nov 6 	- Marine Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 	
		  362
Dec 4 	- USS GERMANTOWN (LSD 52) 

New & 
RETURNING 
Members

Ivan Flores

Michael Louie

Herbert Newland

Dagoberto Dominguez

Michael Friedman

Suzanne Tarro

Amy Eremionkhale

Michael Carroll

Jeffrey Fishbeck

Paul Markos

Michelle Rusich

Sarah Parish

Lori Nottingham

Sea Service Member of the Year Award 
packages due Mar 31st. Award ceremony 

is Fri, May 1, 2026 at ADM Baker Golf 
Clubhouse from 7:30am-9:00am. All sea 

service members, E1 to E6 are eligible. 
For more info, email; executivedirector@ 

navyleague-sd.com.

Effective January 1, 2026 Breakfast $35 
Members; $45 Non-Members; and $55 
Breakfast Promotion (valued at $115). 
NEW Exclusive Breakfast Membership 
Promotion at $374 covers breakfast for 
11 months and 1 yr council membership. 
https://navyleague-sd.com/events-
tickets/

2026 Monthly Breakfast Dates 
at Admiral Baker Clubhouse

March 6, 2026
Doors Open for Social Network 

& Registration from 7:00-7:30am

Maj Zachary R. Bombria, USMC
Commanding Officer,

USMC Recruiting Station San Diego

CPO Birthday Celebration & Charity 
Fundraiser - Save the Date; Fri, Apr 3rd 
Breakfast Event includes a cake cutting 
ceremony and chance to win amazing door 
prizes. ALL service members invited!

2026/2027 Alexander Kreiglowa Scholarship packages due Apr 30, 2026. Up 
to $15k/year for tuition, books, and academic fees for a maximum of 4 yrs.

Eligibility for students to apply; - Dependent child of active duty, retired, or 
deceased Naval Service (USN or USMC) resident in the state of California 
- Graduating High School Senior in the top 10% of class (if school ranks) or 
3.6 cumulative GPA or higher (unweighted grades). - Evidence of acceptance 
by an accredited 4-year college or university in the United States. - At 
least 2 Letters of Recommendation. - Demonstrated Financial Need. 
Email address: scholarships@navyleague-sd.com, cc; vp@navyleague-sd.
com, executivedirector@ navyleague-sd.com, cfo@navyleague-sd.com. Ceremonial Check 
Presentation will be held at June 5th Breakfast Event.

- Awards Recognition; Supports the award recognitions of our Sea Service Members for their 
outstanding performance!

- Homecomings; Contributes to the joy and reconnections of family and friends with the 
reuniting of their service members during homecoming from overseas deployment.

- Youth Programs; Helps promote the development of America’s future leaders and 
significantly contributes to the Annual Theodore Roosevelt Youth Medal Award 
Recognition.

- Scholarships; Assists college-bound students to buy books, and pay tuition. Including, 
scholarship recognition to the recipient and family members at our breakfast event.

- Un-restricted Giving; donation allows the Navy League to use your gift where our sea 
services need it the most.

Navy League San Diego is a 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization that supports America’s Sea 
Services. Your charitable donation will help local San Diego Sea Service Members and their 
families and may qualify as a charitable tax deduction. Consult your Tax Advisor and provide our 
EIN# 95-3864195. To donate you use our QR code on page 4 (bottom right corner) or at; https://
navyleague-sd.com/product/donate-to-yoursan-diego-navy-league-council/

Donate and help! Whether it’s 
$25 or $2500, your contribution 

matters. You can donate to a 
specific program, or you can 

elect to give to the organization 
as a whole. Either way, your 

generosity will help the lives of 
sea service members and their 

families.


