
Marines across the globe will recognize and acknowledge 251 years of service to 
their country, the sacrifices made to defend democracy, and the Marine Corps’ 
enduring legacy as America’s premier fighting force. The Marines are responsible 
for conducting expeditionary and amphibious operations with the United States 
Navy as well as the Army and Air Force. The Marine Corps annual tradition 
celebrates the establishment of the organization on November 10, 1775, by the 
Second Continental Congress. Following their role in the American Revolution, 
the Marines were abolished following the Treaty of Paris in April 1783. Then, on July 11, 1798, Congress ordered 
the creation of the Marine Corps signed by President John Adams and directed that it be available for service 
under the Secretary of the Navy. The birthday, also known as Marine Corps Day, was originally celebrated on 
July 11 from 1799 until 1921 when Major General Lejeune issued an order Number 47 to formalize the tradition 
and establish the official day to its original birthdate on November 10th to honor the birthday of the Marine 
Corps. The ceremony traditionally includes a guest of honor, a reading of Gen. Lejeune’s birthday message 
and the current Commandant’s message, recognition of the oldest and youngest Marine present, and a cake 
cutting ceremony. While the first cake ceremony is unknown, the first on record took place at Marine Barracks, 
Washington, D.C., in 1937. Major General Thomas Holcomb, the Commandant, presided at an open house for 
Marine Corps officers, including the cutting of a huge cake in the shape of Tun Tavern, the birthplace of the Marine 
Corps. Today the Marine Corps Birthday celebration has expanded by various organizations in the community in 
celebrating and recognizing Marines and its birthday through many special events, exhibits and parades, such as 
ours on November 6th, but on November 10th, regardless of where Marines are stationed, or deployed, whether 
they are still on Active Duty, Reserve, Veterans or Retired, you will always hear “Happy Birthday, Marine.”.  

In This Issue

Thanks to everyone who joined our October Breakfast Event, MCAS Miramar Air Show, 
and Navy Birthday Ball (NBB) in celebrating the U.S. Navy’s 251st Birthday. Special thank 
you to Vice Admiral Marc Miguez, Commander, U.S. THIRD Fleet as our guest speaker at 
the Manchester Grand Hyatt Hotel with over 500 guests in attendance. We could not had 
a successful birthday ball without sponsors, table supporters and ticket donors and the 
Manchester Grand Hyatt Hotel.  Come join us at November 6th Breakfast Event in celebrating 
the U.S. Marine Corps 251st Birthday and save the date for December 4th with our 5th Annual Toys-for-Tots 
Drive at Admiral Baker Golf Clubhouse. —Tracy Owens, President

President’s Message“Some people live an 

entire lifetime and 

wonder if they have 

ever made a difference 

in the world, but the 

Marines don’t have 

that problem.” 
—President Ronald Reagan
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Breakfast Event

Navy League of the United States | San Diego Council is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that supports America’s sea 
services through Award Recognition, Operation Welcome Home, Scholarships and Cadets Youth Programs. EIN# 95-3864195 

November 6, 2026 
7:30 am - 9:00 am
Admiral Baker Clubhouse
2400 Admiral Baker Road

San Diego, CA 92120

Breakfast Event Guest Speaker;
LtCol Marco A. Arriaga, USMC
Commanding Officer

3rd Low Altitude Air Defense 
Battalion

Navy Heritage
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Thank you to MCAS Miramar Air Show Sponsors; General Atomics (Electromagnetics) VP; Rolf Ziesing and COO 
Alec Gordan, Walter Andersen Nursery Business Owner; Ken Andersen and Parker Aerospace Regional Manager 
Service & Support Operations; John Miles who were presented the Sea Services Appreciation Awards for their 
strong support on Sept 26, 2026.  Additional thank you for the generous donations to USS Midway Museum 
Director of Docent Programs; Jack Gale of $5k and Steinfeld Family, Lilian & Shane Steinfeld of $6,600.00 in 
support of Navy Birthday Ball.
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Special Thank You!

San Diego National Council Excellence  
Congratulations San Diego Council as the Premier Navy League 
Council on the west coast in winning the National “Outstanding 
Council”, Sea Service Adoption Excellence Award in the “Extra Large” 
Council Category and the “Donald Mackie” Awards for Excellence in 
Platinum Newsletter, and Gold for Social Media and Website.  The 
awards were announced at the 2026 National Convention held a 
few months earlier for our Council’s outstanding support of our sea 
services in the community.  On behalf of the National Navy League, 
the awards were presented Council President; Tracy Owens, Vice 
President; Marty Magana & Committee Chairmen; Homecoming 
- Jay Rindler, Sea Services & Youth Programs - Shane Steinfeld; & 
Scholarships - Jeff Wylie.  Bravo Zulu to all Members & Volunteers! 



Discover the beauty of San Diego when you stay on the waterfront in the heart of downtown at Manchester Grand 
Hyatt San Diego. This iconic hotel features 1,628 guestrooms and 320,000 square feet of event space with stunning 
Pacific Ocean, San Diego Bay and city views. The premier location, steps from Gaslamp Quarter and the city’s top 
attractions, puts the very best of San Diego at your doorstep. Two rooftop pools, a 24-hour Fitness Center, onsite 
dining options including the 40th floor Top of the Hyatt and waterfront Sally’s Fish House & Bar, and more combine 
to make this waterfront escape a destination unlike any other.” Manchester Grand Hyatt has a long history as a San 
Diego Council Community Partner in supporting it’s Maritime Forces and their families in the community, and is the 
Triple Crown Navy League of the Year Award Winner from 2022-2024 and the host of the largest Navy Birthday Ball on the west coast.

Breakfast Sponsor in the Spotlight
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Community Involvement 
Council hosted its Annual Miramar Airshow Event with 108 guests in its Chalet with front row seating to the largest aerodynamic show in the 
country, featuring U.S. Navy’s Blue Angels.  Special guests included; MCAS Miramar Base Commanding Officer; Colonel R. Erik Herrmann & 
Marine Air Wing 3; Major General Robert B. Brodie who met with guests and took part with enjoying the festivities.

Well done to our Homecoming Committee, and Navy League Region President; Kevin Button in joining President; Tracy Owens & VP; Marty 
Magana celebrate with over thousand family & friends in welcoming home USS ABRAHAM LINCOLN (CVN 72) from its overseas record breaking 
deployment at Naval Base Coronado on 8 Oct 2026.



San Diego Corporate Members 
& Community Affiliates
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We Appreciate    
       Your Support

Corporate Gold
General Atomics (Electromagnetics)
Krank Golf & Elite Fundraising Solutions
LC Embroidery & Cleaners
Lockheed Martin
Manchester Grand Hyatt San Diego
Parker Aerospace

Corporate
Northrop Gumman 
PENFED
Steinfeld Family
USS Midway Museum

Business Associate 
Bank of America
DoD Training Center San Diego 
First Command
Hyatt Regency La Jolla
Impressions (DJ/MC) San Diego
Navy Federal Credit Union
RCP Block & Brick, Inc
Ruehlin Associates
Walter Anderson Nursery

Community Affiliates
Admiral Baker Golf Course 
Any Budget Printing & Mailing
ASYMCA San Diego
Boeing
BPI Plumbing
Brigantine Seafood & Oyster Bar
Buffalo Reclaimed Flag Co.
Crowne Plaza San Diego Mission Valley 
Curtiss-Wright 
Diana Photography
Fairway Independent Mortgage
Flower Island Chula Vista 
Fotex
Front Wave
Haichris Inc
Hexhead Art 
Imagine Design & Graphic (IDG)
JW Memorabillia
Krvaric Capital & Risk Management
Liberty Military Housing
Liberty Tobacco
Lifer Dog Creations
Maritime Institute
Minuteman Press Kearny Mesa
Moss Grills
Navy Mustang Association SD  Chapter
North Island Credit Union
OMNI Financial
Pastrana Group 
Protector Brewery
Ryon Lee Media - MCBB Events
SD Century Club
San Diego Gulls
San Diego Padres
San Diego Sockers
San Diego Wave Futbol Club 
San Diego Zoo
Spotlight Strategies
TK Urban Garden
USAA
Vietnam Veterans of America Chp 472
Visual Edge IT
Your New Gate Company

Recognitions 
Council celebrated the Navy’s 251st Birthday at its October Breakfast Event that included 
Vietnam Prisoner of War Survivor; CDR Jim Bedinger, USN(Ret) and Commanding Officers; 
USS FITZGERALD (DDG 62); CDR Matthew Intoccia and USS HALSEY (DDG 97); CDR Molley 
Lawton participating in the cake cutting ceremony and Naval Base San Diego Chaplain; CDR 
Aaron Miller with the invocation. Congrats to the 3rd Quarter Sailor of the Quarter Award 
Winners being recognized; YNSA Tessa McRae, EM3(SW) Martin Woolford, CTR2(SW) Abbie 
Parish and FC1(SW) Cory Adams and HT3 Jesus Fuentes, FC2 John Sullivan, BM2 Angie 
Gonzales and QM1(SW) Danielle Calugcugan.  Thank you Awards sponsors; LC Embroidery & 
Navy Federal Credit Union. 



SUPPORT THE NAVY 
LEAGUE
You Can Make A Difference!
Become a Member
https://members.navyleague.org/become-a
-member/individual-membership/join
Breakfast Membership Promo
$55 - Includes Breakfast, 1 YR Membership

and an additional complimentary breakfast.
- Breakfast for Non-Members; $45
- Breakfast for Members; $35

Ask about our Community 
Affiliate, Business Associate, 
and Corporate Membership. 
Community Partnership includes; Business

Advertisement, Awards Sponsorship, Social

Media Marketing, numerous Complimentary

Breakfast, Youth Programs Contribution

Complimentary or Discounted tickets to

Miramar Air Show, Navy Birthday Ball, Marine

Corps Birthday Luncheon, and End of the Year

Appreciation.

-Exclusive Breakfast 11 Mos Promo; $374

Support & Donate Today!

For more information  
On Sponsorship, Membership or 
Volunteering call us at; (619) 230-0301.

Membership

To subscribe to Blue & Gold Newsletter email; executivedirector@navyleague-sd.com

Mark Your Calendar

2027 DATES
Feb 5	  - USCG TACLET Pacific 
Mar 5	  - USMC Recruiting Station SD
Apr 2 	 -  USS HALSEY (DDG 97) 
May 7 	-  COMTHIRDFLT - SSMoY Awds 
June 4	 - USN 
Jul 9 	 -  Maritime Forces - Spirit of Indy 
Aug 6	  - USCG Sector San Diego
Sep 3 	 - Naval Base San Diego 
Oct 1 	 - USN - Navy Bday 
Nov 5 	- USMC - 3d LAAD BTN 
Dec 3	 - USN - EoY & Toys for Tots Drive

New & 
RETURNING 
Members

Anthony Sanchez-Oside
Stephanie Addington
Mark Harris
Paul Feldon
Rob Camerota
Douglas Small
Eugene Goldman
Albert Martin
Tina Lewis
CAPT James Bryant, USN
Giorgio Muzzarelli
Arthur Apicella
Stephen Johnson
CMDCM Frank Hood, 
USN(Ret)
Michael McGrath
Peter Mirisola 
Tuulia Candido
Rolan Patzi
Bernard Marstall
Nicole Collins
Marcela Flores-Chavira
Kyle Pressley
Paul Wiegand

2026 Monthly Breakfast Dates 
at Admiral Baker Clubhouse

December 4, 2026
Doors Open for Social Network 

& Registration from 7:00-7:30am

CDR Matthew J. Intoccia, USN
Commanding Officer,

USS  FITZGERALD (DDG 62)

On Tues, Dec 1st, You can make 
a difference supporting our 
servicemembers by donating at; 
https://navyleague-sd.com/product/
donate-to-your-san-diego-navy-
league-council/ 

Your support is needed; Bring a brand new 
unwrapped toy for children up to age 12 at 
our 5th Annual Toys for Tots Drive at Dec 4th 
Breakfast Event.


